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California Water Supply and 
Drought Discussion Topics

• General Discussion of State of California 
and South West United States

• California Drought Activities and 
Governmental Actions

• Requirements of Current Regulations 
(which become effective June 10, 2022

• Next Steps
• Discussion / Questions



Status of 
Drought in 

California and 
US Southwest

• Last July, the governor called for a 15% voluntary reduction in water 
use, but the state hasn't reached that goal yet.

• Per the State of California’s review of water use, it has been reported 
that state's water use went up 19% in March of this year compared to 
March 2020

• Lake Levels
• Lake Powell – 25.4% Full
• Lake Mead – 30% Full

• Lake Orville – 55% Full



Status of 
Drought in 
California 
Reservoir 

Levels



Status of 
Drought in 
California 

Snow Pack



Governor’s 
Executive 
Order N-7-22
(3/28/2022)

• Governor’s Executive Order N-7-22 is available at the following link”
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/March-2022-

Drought-EO.pdf

• Prior Governor’s Proclamations Include the Following Items
• May 10, 2021
• July 8, 2021
• October 19, 2021

• Prior Emergency Regulations
• January 4, 2022, the State Water Board adopted an emergency 

regulation. On January 18, 2022, the emergency regulation 
became effective (remains in effect for one year from the 
effective date, unless the State Water Board acts to end, modify, 
or readopt it)



Proposed 
Mandatory 
Prohibitions 

on Water 
Waste



Governor’s 
Executive 
Order N-7-22

To further conserve water and 
improve drought resiliency if the 
drought lasts beyond this year, I 
encourage urban water suppliers to 
conserve more than required by the 
emergency regulations described in 
this paragraph and to voluntarily  
activate  more stringent local 
requirements based on  a  shortage 
level of up to thirty percent (Level 3).



Governor’s 
Executive 
Order N-7-22
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Emergency 
Water 

Conservation 
Regulations

SWRCB May 
24, 2022

• Calls for Voluntary water conservation in California haven't worked

• On Tuesday (May 25, 2022), the State Water Resources Control 
Board voted to adopt emergency water conservation regulations as 
required by Governor Newsom which will go into effect on June 10 , 
2022

• The regulations will require all urban water suppliers to implement 
conservation actions under “Level 2” of their “Water Storage 
Contingency Plans which are a part  of the 2020 Urban Water 
Management Plans which will go into effect on June 10, 2022

• The regulations ban irrigating turf at commercial, industrial, and 
institutional properties. The ban does not apply to watering turf that is 
used for recreation or other community purposes, water used at 
residences, or water used to maintain trees



Draft Emergency Water Conservation Resolution Text May 24, 2022
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Emergency Regulation Text May 24, 2022



Next Steps
• Regulations move to State of California Office of Administrative Law

• Once Codified, water suppliers will be required to implement 
conservation actions under “Level 2” of their “Water Storage 
Contingency Plans which are a part each entities 2020 Urban Water 
Management Plans (effective on June 10, 2022)

• Submit Water Demand and Supply projections via email in June 
and formally into data base in July 2022 (July 2022 date 
required as part of the UWMP and WSCP activities)

• Message regionally and individually being coordinated and 



Discussion / 
Questions


